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Abstract   
The goal in dog breeding is functionally healthy dogs with 

a construction and a mentality typical to the breed, dogs that 

will live a long and happy life to the benefit and pleasure of 

the owner and the society as well as to the dog itself. 

Knowledge, education, honesty and cooperation are keys to 

achieve this goal. We must learn to talk with each other, not 

only about each other. 
 

It is basic and of uttermost importance that only 

functionally and clinically healthy dogs, with breed typical 

conformation, should be used for breeding; i.e. to only use 

dogs that do not suffer from any serious disease or 

functional disabilities (FCI Breeding Strategies). The right 

mating combination is just as important, maybe even more 

important, than selection of the individual dog for breeding. 
 

The main point in breeding is to get healthy offspring. 

There are, and will probably always be, genetic diseases in 

every breed – in all animal species. We cannot eradicate 

every gene that might result in a disease. Regulations and 

restrictions in dog breeding should be based on scientific 

and practical knowledge as well as common sense. 

 

Strict breeding regulations do not necessary result in 
healthy dogs, but may in fact have the opposite effect. 
Stringent demands in eradication programmes might 
actually eradicate the best breeders and excellent breed 
representatives – instead of the disease. It is not enough to 
take only some details into consideration when selecting 
dogs for breeding; both the individual dog and the breed 
must be looked upon in its entirety. Genetic diversity is vital 
for any breed. The “popular sire syndrome” is probably the 
most serious “disease” in modern dog breeding 


