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Abstract 
 

In the German Animal Welfare Act 11b, torture breeding 

is defined as follows: ”Breeding animals in which traits are 

allowed or promoted that cause pain, suffering, harm or 

behavioral disorders in the animals.” 
 
 

Approximately 4% of Rhodesian Ridgeback puppies bred 

in the world are born with a dermoid sinus. This defect is 

inherited. If a dog with dermoid sinus isn’t treated , sooner 

or later it will suffer from increasing pain and inflammation 

of the spinal column and muscles. The inflammation leads 

to lameness and limited mobility. In several countries in 

which Rhodesian Ridgebacks are bred, affected puppies are 

euthanized. In Germany, the breeding of a line of dogs in 

which 4% of puppies are euthanized violates the Animal 

Welfare Act and is therefore forbidden. 
 

This presentation will show how every breeder can 

diagnose a dermoid sinus. I will show what has been 

learned from several hundred dermoid sinus surgeries and 

the post-operative healing. I will show that a puppy with 

dermoid sinus does not need to die or suffer; instead it can 

lead a normal pain-free life after a corrective surgery.  
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Abstract 
 

Ethical senses in our society and given regulations in 

mainland Europe have started to associate our Rhodesian 

Ridgeback breed with a breeding of defects. Exemplarily 

the reportages of the BBC UK or the revised version of the 

German animal welfare act should be mentioned. From the 

breeders point of view we’re free, to accept a “Rhodesian 

Ridgelessback” in order to make animal rights activist 

believe that this is the solution. Alternatively, the selective 

separation of gene carrier off the breed programs, could also 

be an option to reduce the number of effected pups. 
 
 

As president of the German Breeder Association 

Rhodesian Ridgeback (DZRR) I’m pleased to chair and 

oversee the project: “Development of a molecular-genetic 

test method concerning the genetic-predisposition for 

Dermoid Sinus” in cooperation with Prof. Ottmar Distl of 

Hannover University for Veterinarians (DE). 

 


